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[Continued from page 476.] 
RGUMENTS from experience alone will never deter- 


mine this point. They can only prove thus much, 
on the one hand, that our Lord is exceeding patient, that 
be is peculiarly unwilling that any believers fhould perifh ; 
that he bears long, very long with all their follies, waiting 
to be gracious, and to heal their backflidings ; and that, on 
the other hand, he does aétually bring back many loft fheep, 
who, to man’s apprehenfion, were irrecoverable: but all 
this does not amount to a convincing proof, that no be- 
liever can or does fall from grace. So that this argument, 
from experience, will weigh little with thofe who believe 
the poflibility of falling. 

And it ought to weigh full as little with thofe who do 
not. For af you produce ever fo many examples of thofe 
who were once flrong in faith, and are now more abandon- 
ed than ever, they will evade them by faying, “ Q, but 
* they wall be brought back; they will not die in their fins.” 
And if they do die in their fins, we come no ncarer; we 
have not gained one point ftill, For it is eafy to fay, ‘* They 
“ were only hypocrites ; they never had true fath.” There- 
forep{eripture alone can determine this queftion. And 
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{cripture does fo fully determine it, that there ‘needs only 
to fet down a very few texts, with fome fhort reflections 
eo 

LXIX That one who is a true believer, or, in other 
words, one who is holy or fighteous in the judgment of 
GOD himfelf, may neverthelefs finally fall froth grace, ap. 
pears 1. From the word of GOD by Ezek. chap. xviii. ver. 24, 
When the righteous turneth away from his righteou/nefs, and 
commutteth iniquity, in his tre/pa/s that he hath trefpaffed, and 
in his fin that he hath finned, in them fhall he dee. 

Do you objeét, “ This chapter relates wholly and folely 
“ tothe Jewifh church and nation ?” I anfwer, prove this: 
till then I fhall believe that many parts of it concern all 
mankind. ’ 

If you fay, 2. “ The righteoufnefs fpoken ot in this 
* chapter, was merely an outward righteoufnefs, without 
“‘ any principle of grace or holinefs:” I afk, how is this 
confiftert with the g1ft verfe, Caf? away from you all your 
tran/greffions, whereby ye have tranfereffed ; and make you 
a new heart, and a new fpirit? Is this a “ merely outward 
* righteoufnefs, without any inward principle of grace or 
‘“* holinefs ?” . 

Will you add, “ But admitting the perfon here fpoken of, 
“to be a truly righteous man, what is here faid 1s only a 
“ fuppofttion.” That I flatly deny. Read over the chap- 
ter again, and you will fee the faéts there laid down, to be 
not barely /uppofed, but expresfly afferted. 

That the death here mentioned is eternal death, appears 
from the 26th verfe. 

Wher a righteous man turneth away from his righteoufne/s, 
and committeth iniquity, and dicth in them (here is temporal 
death ;) for his iniquity that he hath done, he fhall die. Here 
is death eternal. 

If you affert, “ both thefe qe preiionis fignify the fame 
“ thing, and not two different deaths:” you put a palpable 
force upon the text, in order to make the Holy Ghoft {peak 


nonfenfe. 
6é Dying 
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“ Dying tn Ais iniguety, you fay, is the fame thing as 
“ dying for his aneguily.” Then the text means thus, “ When 
“ he dieth in them, he fhall die in them.” A very deep dif- 
covery! 

But you fay, “ It cannot be underftood of eternal death ; 
“ becaufe they might be delivered from it by repentance and 
“ reformation.” And why might they not by fuch repent- 
ance as is mentioned in the gill verfe, be delivered from 
cternal death ? 

But “ the whole chapter, you think, has nothing to do 
“ with the {piritual and eternal affairs of men.” 

I believe every impartial man will think quite the contra- 
ry, af he reads calmly either the beginning of it: Ad/ fouls 
are mine, faith the Lord GOD; the foul that finneth, it fiall 
die (where I can by no means allow that by the death of the 
foul is meant only a temporal affli€iion :) or the conclufion, 
Repent, and turn yourfelves from all your tranfgreffions ; Jo 
intgutty fhall not be your ruin. Caft away from you all your 
tranfgreffions whereby he have tranfgreffed ; and make you a 
new heart,and a new fart; for why will ye die, O houfe of 
Ifrack? 

It remains then, ane who is rightecus in the judgment of 
GOD himfelf, may finally fall from grace. 

LXX. Secondly, That.one who is endued with the faith, 
which produces a good conf{cience, may neverthelefs finally 
fall, appears from the words of St. Paul to Timothy, 1 Tim. 
i. 18, 19. War a good warfare, holding faith, and a good 
conference; which fome having put away, concerning farth, 
have made fhipwreck. 

Obferve 1. Thefe men had once the faith that produces 
a good confcrsnce, which they once had, or they could not 
have put it away. 

Obferve 2. They made fhepwreck of the faith, which ne- 
ceflarily implies the total and final lofs of it. 

You objeG, “ Nay, the pudding away a good 
“ does not fuppofe they had it, but rather that t 
¥ not.” 
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This is really furprifing. But how do you prove if ? “Why, 
“ by Adis xiii. 46. where St. Paul fays to the Jews, It mas 
 neceffary that the word of GOD fhould firft have been /po. 
“ hen to you. But feeing ye put it from you—lo, we turn 
 t@ the Gentiles.” Here you fee the Jews, who never had 
the gofpel, are faid to put it away. 

How ! are you {ure they “ never had what they are here 
“ faid to put away ?” Not fo. What they put away, it » 
undeniable they had till they put :¢ away: namely, the word 
of GOD, Jpolen by Paul and Barnabas. This inftance there. 
fore makes fuli againft you, It proves juft the reverfe of 
what you cited it for. 

But you objeé further, “ men may have a good confi. 
ence, in fome fenfe, without true faith.” 

I grant it, in a reftrained, limited fenfe ; but not @ good 
conference, fimply and abfolutely fpeaking. But fuch is that 
of whicli the apoftle here {fpeaks, and which heexhorts Tine. 
thy to hold fat: Uniefs you apprehend, that the holdtrg u 
faft, \ikewife, “ rather fuppofes he never had it.” 

** But the faith here mentioned means only the dofirine 
* of faith :” I want better proof of this. 

It remains then, one who has the faith which produces a 
good confcience, may yet finally fall. 

LXXI. Thirdly, thofe who are grafted into the good 
olive-tree, the fpiritual, invifible church, ny neverthelels 
finally fall. 

For thus faith the apoflle, Some of the branches ave broker 
off, and thou art grafted in among them, and with them par. 
take ft of the root and fatnefs of the olswe-tree. Be not heek- 
minded, but fear: if GOD /pared not the natural branche:, 
take heed left he fpare not thee. Behold the gocdnefs and f-- 
verity of GOD! on them whack fell, fevertty ; but toward: 
thee, goodne/s, if thou continue in hts goodnefs > othertij 

( be cut off, Rom. xi. 17, &e. 
y Obferve here, 1. The perfons fooken to, were 
ngrafted into the olive-tree. 
» ihis olive-trec is not bately the oumward, wilble 
church, but the intifible, confiding of holy believers. So 
the 
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the text, ver. 16. Ifthe firft frust be holy, the lump vs holy ; 
aad if the root be holy, fe are the bramches. And, ver. 20, 
Becaafe of undelref they were broken off, and thow fandefl by 
auth. 
f q. Thefe holy believers were fill liable to be cut off from 
the invifible church, isto which they were then grafted. 

4- Here is not the leaf imtumation of theis being ever 
grafted in again. 

To this you objec, 1. “ This obiwe-tree is not the invi- 
* fible church, but only the ouwward gofpel-church tac.” 
You affirm this ; and I prow: the contrary : namely, that tt 
is in the invifible church : for it * comfifts of boly believers, 
* which none but the invifible charch does.” 

You objef, 2. “ The Jews who were broken off, were 
“ never true believers in Chrift.” 

L am not Speaking of the Jews, but of thofe Gentiles who 
are mentioned in the aed verfe; whom St. Paad ex orts | 
continue in his goodne/s: oiberwile, [auth he, thew 7 
cut of. Now 1 prefume, thele were true belevers in Cs 
Yet they were fill hiable to be cut off. 

You affert, 9. “ This us only a catting off from the out- 
“ ward charch-ilate.” But how is this proved? So forcel 
and unnatural a conftruétiion requires fome argument to fup- 
port it, 

You fay, 4. “ There is a Mrong intimation, that they 
* thall be grafted im again.” No: not that thofe Centiles, 
who did net continue in hts goodar/;, thould be grafted in, 
after they were once cut off! 1 cannot find the lea inama- 
tion of this, =“ But all L/rael fhall be faved.” 1 believe 
they wrll: bat this docs not imply the rc-engraftung of thofe 
Gentiles. 

It remains then, that thofe who are grafted imo the fpi- 
rrtual, uneslible church, may neveribelefs finally fall 

LX XI. Fourthly, thole whe are branches of Chrif, 
the true vine, mey yet hnaiiy fal! from grace. 

For thus fanh our blefled Lord humfelf, J om the trac 
unc, amd my bather is the hafbandman. Every bramh in 
‘ee that bearcth act fruat, he taketh away, [am the wre, 

ye 
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ve are the branches. If a man abide not in me, he is cag 
Jorth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 
caft them into the fire, and they are burned, John xv. 1, &c, 

Here we may obferve, 1. The perfons {poken of, were 
in Chrift, branches of the true vine: 

2. Some of thefe branches abide not in Chrift, but she 
Father taketh them away: 

3. The branches which abide not, are caft forth, cat ou 
from Chri and his church: 

4. They are not only caf forth, but withered » confe- 
quently, never grafted in again: , 

5. They are not only café forth, and withered, but alfo 
caft into the fire: And 

6. They are burned, It is not poffible for words more 
ftrongly to declare, that thofe who are branches of the true 
vine may finally fall. 

* But this,” you fay, “ furnifhes an argument for, no; 
** againft, the perfevering of the: faints.” . 

Yes, juft fuch an argument for final perfeverance, as ths 
above-cited words of St. Paul to Timothy. 

But haw do you make it out? Why thus, “ There are 
“* two forts of branches in Chrift the vine: the one fruituk 
“the other unfruitful. The one are eternally chofen, and 
“* thefe abide in him, and can never withdraw away.” Nay, 
this is the very point to be proved. So that you now, im. 
mediately and direétly, beg the queftion. 

* The other fort of branches are fuch as are zm Chnifh 
‘only by profeffion; who get into churches, and fo are 
“ reckoned in Cirift, and thefe in time wither away.  Thefe 
‘“‘ never had any life, grace, or fruitfulnefs from him.” 

Surely you do not offer this by way of argument! Yoy 
are again taking for granted the very point to be proved. 

But you will prove, that ‘“ thofe are branches in Churitt, 
“who never had any life or grace from him, becaufe the 
“ churches of Judea and Theffalonica are faid to be in Chrilt, 
though every individual member was not favingly in him.” 
I deny the confequence, which can never be made. good, 


unlefs you cam prove, that thofe very Jews or Theflalonians 
who 
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who never had any life or grace from him, are neverthelefs 
{aid by our Lord, to be branches tn him. 

It remains, that true believers, who are branches of the 
true vine, may neverthelefs finally fall. 

LXXIUI. Fifthly, Thofe who fo effe@ually know Chriff, 
as by that knowledge to have efcaped the pollutions of the 
world, may yet fall back into thofe poilutions, and perifh 
everlaitingly. 

For thus faith the apoftle Peter, 3f, after they have ¢/- 
caped the pollutions of the world, through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift (the only poflible way of 
efcaping them) they are again entangled therein and over- 
coms, the latter end 1s worfe with them than the beginning, 
2 Pet. 1. 20, 21. 

But you fay, 1. “ Their knowledge was not an experimen- 
“ tal knowledge.” And how do you prove this? ‘ Be- 
“ caufe had it been fuch, they could not have loft it.” You 
are begging the queftion again. 

You fay, 2. * Efcaping the pollutions of the world, fig- 
“ nifies no more than an outward reformation.” How prove 
you that? You aim at no proof at all. But he that will 
grant it, may. 

You fay, g. “ Thefe perfons never had any change 
“ wrought upon them. They were no other than dogs and 
“ fwine, not only before and after, but even when they 
“ outwardly abftained from grofs enormities.”’ 

I grant, that before and after that time, during which 
they c/caped the pollutions of the world (or, as St. 
Peter words it in his former epiftle, the corruption that 
is in the world) they might well be termed either dogs or 
fwine, for theic grofs enormities. But that they deferved 
fuch an appellation during that time, I cannot grant with- 
out fome proof. 

It remains, that thofe who by the inward knowledge of 
Chnift, have efcaped the pollutions of the world, may yet 
fall back into thofe pollutions, and perifh everlaftingly. 

LXXIV. Sixthly, Thofe who fee the light of the glory 
of GOD in the face of Jefus Chnf, and who have been, 
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made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, of the witnefs am the 
fruits of the Spirit, may neverthelefs fo fall from GOD, a 
to perith everlaflingly. 

For thus faith the writer to the Hebrews, Jt cs 
far thofe who were once enlightened, ad dain aaah 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy po A 
they fall away, to renew them again unto repentance ; fee. 
ing they crucify to themfelves the Son 4 GOD afrefh, and put 
him to an open fhame, Heb. vi. 4, &e: 

Muft not every unprejudiced perfon fee, the expreflions 
here ufed are fo ftrong and clear, that they caanot withou 
grofs and palpable wrefling, be underftood of any but true 
believers ? 

** But the apoftle makes only a fuppofition, £f they frail 
“ fall away. 

The apofile makes no fuppofition at all. There is no if 
in the original. The words are *Advverey xs amet Oerdn- 
Tas---% Wagawicorras. That is, in plain Englith, dt is um. 
poffible to renew again unto repentance, thofe who were once 
enlightened, and have Salten away. 

“No. The words in the original lie literally thus. # 
“zs tmpoffible for thofe who were once enlightened—and they 
“ falling away, to renew them agaen wnto repentance: that 
“is, fhould they fall away, which és in plain Englifh, if 
* they fall away.” 

Excufe me for fpeaking plam Englifh here, Shall a 
man lie forGOD? Either you or I do; for { Aatly aver 
( and let all that underftand Greek judge between ue), that 
the words in the ortginal do net lie literally thus, and they 

falling away ii fo they mult be 4 magarretivras, in the gre- 
fent tenfe; not § ragemicivra;, in the imdefimte) but that 
they ought to be tranflated, And have fallen away; which 
is as titeral a tranflation as the Englifh tongue will bear. - 

Therefore here 1s no zf im the cafe, no fuppofition at all, 
but a plain declaration of matter of fact. 

LXXV. “ But why do you imagine thefe perfone were 
“ truly believers?” Becaufe all the expreflions in their ¢a- 
fy, natural fenfe, imply it. 

They 
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_ Fhey were once enlightened: aw expreffion familiar with 
the apoftic,, and never by -him applied to apy but betievers. 
So the GOD of our Lord Ffus Chrift give unto-you the Spi- 
ut of at/dom and revelation—The eyes of your underftand- 
wig being enlightened, that ye may know what 2s the hope of 
his €alling—And what is the exceeding greatne/s of his pow- 
ev to us-ward that believe, Eph. i. 17, &c. So again, GOD, 
who commanded the light to fhine out of darine/s, hath frined 
wn our hearts, to, give the light:of the knowledge of the glory 
of GOD ia the face of Fefus Chrift, 2 Core iv. 6. 

“ Nav, they were enlightened, means only, they were bap- 
uzed ; or knew the dogtrines. of the gofpel.” 

I cannot believe this, till you bring me a few paflages 
from St. Paul’s writings, wherein that expreflion is evident- 
ly taken in either of thefe fenfes. 






















[Continued at page 573. | 







LD ES Er — 







SERMON XXIII 






On PHILIPPIANS il. 12, 13. 






Tork out your own ue with fear and trembling ; for 
wt ws GOD which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
hits good pleafure. 


OME great truths, as the being and attributes of GOD, 

and the difference between moral good and evil, 

were known im fome meafure to the Heathen world; the 
traces of them are to be found in all nations: fo that in 
fyme fenfe it may be faid to every child of man, He hath 
Shewed thee, O man, what 2s good ; even to do juftly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humily with thy GOD. With this truth 
he has in fome meafure enlightened every one that cometh into 
the wordd. And hereby they that have not thedaw, that have 
no written Jaw, ave a daw unto them/clves. They thew ¢he 
work of .ne law, the fubiance of it, though not the letter, 
Vor. I. aX writken 
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written in thetr hearts by the fame hand which wrote the com: 
mandmenis on the tables of flone: therr conference al/o bear. 
ing them aztie/s, whether they att fuitably thereto or not. 

2. But there are two grand heads of doétrine, which con: 
tain many truths of the moft important nature, of which the 
moft enlightened Heathens in the ancient world were total. 
ly ignorant; as are alfo the moft intelligent Heathens, that 
are now on the face of the earth: I mean thofe which relate 
to the eternal Son of GOD, and the Spirit of GOD; to 
the Son, giving himfelt to be @ propetiation for the fins of the 
werld; And to the Spirit of GOD, renewing men in that 
image of GOD whereifi they were ereated. For after all 
the pains which ingettious and learned men have taken, that 
great man, the chevalier Ram/fay in particular, to. find fome 
refemblance of thefe truths in the immenfe rubbilh of Hea. 
then authors, the refemblance is fo exceeding faint, as not 
to be difcerned but by a very lively mnagination. . Befide 
that even this refemblance, faint as it was, is only to be 
found in the difcourfes of a very few, and thofe were the mot 
improved and deeply-thinking men in jheir feveral generatis 
ons, While the innumerable multitudes that furrounded them, 
were little better for the knowledge of the philofophers ; but 
remained as totally ignorant even of thefe capital truths, as 
were the beafts that perifh. 

3. Certain it is, that thefe truths were never known to 
the vulgar, the buik of mankind, to the generality of men 
in any nation, tll they were brought to light by the gofpel. 
Notwithftanding a fpark of knowledge glimmering here and 
there, the whole carth was covercd with darknefs, tl] the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs arofe, and fcattered the fhades of night. 
Since this Day-fpring from on high has appeared, a great 
light hath thined unto thofe, who till then, fat in darknels 
and in the fhadow of death. And thoufands of them in every 
age have known, that GOD fo loved the world, as to give 
his only-begotten Son, to the end that whofoever believeth on ham, 
frould not perifh but have everlafling hfe. | And being entruft- 
ed with the oracles of GOD, they have known, that yer 

hat 
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hath alfo given us his Holy Sprrit, who workéth in us both 
to will and to do of his good plea/ure. 

How remarkable are thofe words of the apoftle, which 
precede thefe ? Let this mind be in you, which was alfo w 
Chrift Fefus : who being in the form of GOD, the incommu- 
nicable nature of GOD from eternity, counted wt no adl of 
robbery, (that is the precife meaning of the word) no invali- 
on of any otker’s prerogative; but his own unqueftionable 
right, ¢o be equal with GOD. The word implies both the 
fulne/s and the fupreme hetght of the Godhead: To which 
are oppofed the two words, he emptied, and he humbled him- 
pif. He emptied himpelf of that divine fulnefs, veiled his ful- 
nefs from the eyes of men and angels, ¢afing, and by that 
very act emptying himfelf, the form of a fervant, being made 
in the likene/s of men, areal man like other men. And being 
found in fafuon as aman, acommon man, without any pe- 
‘cutiay beauty or excellency, he humbled him/-/f io a ftill great- 
ey degree, becoming obedient to GOD, though equal with him, 
even unto death, yea, the death of the cro/s, the greateft in- 
ftance both of humiliation and obedience. 

Having propofed the example of Chrift, the apoflle ex- 
horts them to fecure the falvation which Chriit hath purcha- 
fed for them. Wherefore work out ycur owy Jaloation with 
fear and trembling : for wis GOD which workéth in you both 
‘to will and to do of his good pleafure. 

In thefe comprehenfive words we may obferve, 

Firft, That grand truth, which ought never to be out of 
our remembrance, Jé 2s GOD that worketh in us both to wil 
and to do of his own good pleafure : 

Secondly, The improvement we ought to make of it 
Work out your own falvation with fear and trembling : 

Thirdly, The connexion between them: Jf2s GOD that 
worketh tn you: therefore work out your own falvation. 

I, 1. Firft, we are to obferve that great and important 
truth, which ought never to be out of our remembrance, Jt 
is GOD that worketh in us both to will and to do of his good 

pleafure. The meaning of thefe words may be made more 
plain, by a {mall tranfpofiiion of them. J¢ 7s COD that of 
his 
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his good pleafure worketh in you both to will and to do. This 
pofition of the words, conneéting the phrafe of his good plea. 
fure with the word worketh, removes all imagination of me. 
rit from man, and gives GOD the whole glory of his own 
work. Otherwife we might have had fome room for boaft. 
ing, as if it were our own defert, fome goodnefs.im us, of 
fome good thing done by us, which firit moved GOD to 
work. But this expreffion cuts off all fuch vaim conceits, 
and clearly fhews his motive to work Jay wholly in himfelf; 
in his own mere grace, in his unmerited mercy. 

2. It is by this alone he is impelled to work in mamboih 
to willand to do. The expreflion is capable of two inter. 
pretations ; bath of which are unquetlionably true.  Firf, 
To will, mayrinclude the whole of inward; to do, the whole 
of outward religion. And if it be thus underftood, it im. 
plies, that it is GOD that worketh both inward and ou. 
ward holinefs. Secondly,. Jo will, may umply. every good 
defire ; to do, whatever refults therefrom. And then the 
fentence means, GOD breathes ito us every good defire, 
and brings every good defire to good effeét. 

3. The original words +2 Stacy and 7d ivseyer feem to favout 
the latter conflruclion : 73 3:aey, which we render éo all, 
plainly including every good detire, whether relating to our 
tempers, words, or aétions ; to inward or outward holaneds, 
And -) ivtpyerr which we render do do, mamifefily implies all. 
that power trom on high; all that energy which works in 
us every right difpofition, and then furnifhes us for every 
good word and work, 

4. Nothing can fo direttly tend to hide pride from: man, 
asa deep, lahing conviction of this. For if we are tho- 
roughly fenfible, that we have nothing which we have not 
received, how can we glory as if we had not received at ? 
if we know and feel, that the very firft motion of good is 
from above,.as well as the power which conduéts it to. the 
end: if it is GOD that not only miufes every good defire, 
but that accompanies and follows it, elfe iu vanithes away ; 
then yt evidently toliews, that Ze who glert:th, mut glory 
in the Lovd, 


Il. a, 
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IJ. 1. Proceed we now to the fecond point. If GOD 
worketh in you, then work out your own falvation, The 
original word rendered, work cut, implies the doing a thing 
thoroughly. Your owa—for you yourfelves muft do this, 
or it will be left undone for ever. Your own /alvation—- 
Salvation begins with what is ufuaily termed (and vere ero. 
perly) preventing grace ; including the fiift with to p! ale 
GOD, the fictt dawn of light concerning his will, and the 
fir flight, tranfient conviction of having finned againft lim. 
All thefe imply fome tendency toward life, fome degree of 
falvation, the beginmng of a deliverance from a blind, un- 
feeling heart, quite infenfible of GOD and the things of 
GOD. Salvation is carred on by convimeing grace, ufual- 
ly in {criprure termed repentance, which brings a larger mez- 
fure of felf-knowledpe, and a farther deliverance trom the 
heart of fone. Afterwards we experience the proper chrif- 
tian falvation, whereby through grace, we are faved by faith: 
confifting of thofe two grand branches, jufhfication and 
fan@ification, By juftification we are faved from the guilt 
of fin, and reflored to the favour of GOD: by fanétification 
we are faved from the power and root of fin, and rellored 
to the image of GOD. = All experience as well as {cripture 
thew this falvation to be both inflantaneous and gradual. 
It begins the moment we are juftified, in the holy, humble, 
gentle, patient love of GOD and man. It gradually in- 
creafes from that moment, as a grain of muflard-/ced, which 
at farft is the eaft of all feeds, but gradually puts forth large 
branches, and becomes a great tree; till in another inflant 
the heart ts cleanfed from ail fin, and filed with pure love 
to GOD and man. But even that love increafes more and 
more, till we grow up zn all things unto him that is our head, 
ull we attain the meafure of the flature of the fulae}s vf Chrift. 

2. But how are we to work owt this falvation? The 
apoftle aniwers, with fear and trembling. There is another 
pailage of St. Paul wherein the fame expreflion occurs, 
which may give light to this. Servants, obey your maflers 
according to the flefh, according to the prefent Rate of things, 
(although fenfible that in a little ume the fervant will be 
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free from his mafter,) with fear and trembling. This is 
proverbial expreffien, which cannot be underflood literally, 
For what mafter could bear, much lefs require, a fervan 
to fland trembling and quaking before him? And the fol- 
lowing words utterly exclude this meaning: in finglenef; of 
your heart, with a fingle eye to the will and providence of 
GOD, not with eye-fervice, as men-pleafers, but as the 
Jervanis of Chrift, dong the will of GOD from the heart: 
doing whatever they de as the will of GOD, and therefore 
with their might, Eph. vi. 5, &c. It is eafy to fee, tha 
thefe flrong expreflions of the apoflle clearly imply two 
things: firft, that every thing be done with the utmof 
earneftnefs of {pirit, and with all care and caution ; (per. 
haps more direfily referring to the former words pera oipy 
with fear) fecondly, that it be done with the utmoft dih- 
gence, {peed, punétuality and exaétnefs: not improbubly 
referring to the latter word xsraé redue’ with trembling. 

g. How eafily may we transfer this to the bufinefs of 
life, the working out our own falvation ? With the fame 
temper and in the fame manner that Chriftian fervants ferve 
their mafters that are upon earth, let all Chriftiang labour 
to ferve their mafter that is in heaven: that is, firft, with 
the utmoft earneltnels of fpirit, with all poffible care and 
caution, and fecondly, with the utmof diligence, fpecd, 
punéiuality, and exaétnefs. 

4. But what are the fleps which the feripture direfls us 
to take, in the working out of our own falvation? The 
prophet J/azak gives us a general anfwer, touching the firk 
fteps which we are to take, ceafe to do evil; karn to do 
well. If ever you defire that GOD fhould work im you 
that faith, whereof cometh both prefent and eternal falva- 
tion; by the grace already-given fly from all fin as from 
the face of a ferpent: carefully avoid every evi] word and 
work; yea, abftain from all appearance of evil. And /earn 
to do well: be zealous of good works, of works of piety, 
as well as works of mercy: family-prayer, and crying to 
GOD in fecret.  Faft in feeret, and your Father which feeth 
im fecret, he will reward you openly, Search the /criptures: 
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fear them in public, read them in private, and meditate 
therein. At every opportunity be a partaker of the Lord’s 
fupper: do this in remembrance of him, and he will meet 
you at his own table. Let your converfation be with the 
children of GOD, and fee that it be in grace, feafoned with 
fait. As ye have time, do good unto all men, to their 
fouls and to their bodies. And herein be ye fredfaft, un- 
moveable, always abounding 12 the work of the Lord. It 
then only remains, that ye deny yourfelves, and take up your 
crofs daily. Deny yourfelves every pleafure which does 
not prepare you fer taking pleafure in GOD. And wil- 
lingly embrace every means of drawing near to GOD, 
though it be a crofs, though it be grievous to flefh and 
blood. Thus, when you have redemption in the blood of 
Chrift, you will go on to perfedion; ull walking in the light 
as ke isin the light, you are enabled to teftily, that he as 
faithful and juft, not only to forgive your fins, but to clean/a 
you from all unrighteou/ne/s. 

Il. a. “ But,” fay fome, ‘ what connexion is,theré be- 
tween the former and the latter claufe of this fentence? Is 


there nos rather a flat oppofition, between the one and the 


other? Itit is GOD that worketh in us both to will and 
to do, what geed is there of our working? Does not his 
working thus fupercede the neceflity of our working at all? 
Nay, does it not render our working impra€ticable, as well 
as unneceflary? For if we allow that GOD does all, what 
is there left for us to do?” 

2. Such is the reafoning of flefh and blood. And at 
firft hearing it is.exceeding plaufible. But it is not folid, 
as wil evidently appear, if we confider the matter more 
deeply. We fhall then fee, there is no oppofition between 
thefe, “ GOD works; therefore do ye work:” but on the 
contrary, the clofelt connexion, and that in two re{peéts. 
For, firft, GOD works; therefore you can work: fecondly, 
GOD works, therefore you mu/? work. 

3. Firft. GOD workethin you; therefore you can work: 
otherwife it would be impoffible. If he did not work, it 
would be impoffible for you to work out your ‘own falva- 
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tion, HWrth man this 1s umpoffible, faith our Lord, for a 
rick man.to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Yea, it is 
impoffible for any man; for any that is born of a woman, 
unlefs GOD work in him. Seeing all men are by nature 
‘not only fick, but dead in tre/paffs and fins, it is not pof. 
fible for them to do any thing well, till GOD raifes them 
from the dead. It was impoffible for Lazarus to come forth, 
till the Lord had given him life. And it is equally impof. 
fible for us, to come out of our fins, yea, or to make the 
leaft motion toward it, till he wko hath all power in. hea. 
ven and earth, calls our dead fouls into hfe. 

4- Yet this is no excule for thofe who contirive in fin, 
and lay the biame upon their Maker, by faying, it is GOD 
enly that muft quicken us; for we cannot quicken our own 
fouls. For allowing that all the fouls of men are dead in 
fin by mature, this excufes none, fecing there is no man in 
a mere flate of nature: there is no man, unlefs he has 
quenched the Spirit, that is wholly void of the grace of 
GOD. No man living is entirely deftitute of what is vul- 
garly called natural confcence. But this is not natural: it 
is more properly termed preventing grace. Every man has 
a greater or lefs meafure of this, which waiteth not for the 
call of man. Every one has, fooner or later, good defires, 
although the genetality of men flifle them before they can 
firike deep reot, or produce any confiderable fruit. Every 
one has fome meafure of that light, fome faint and glim- 
mering ray, which fooner or later, more or lefs, enlightens 
every man that cometh into the world. . And every one, 
unlefs he be one of the fmall number, whofe confcience is 
feared as with a hot iron, feels more or lefs uneafy, when 
he a€is contrary to the light of his own confcience. Se 
that no man fins, becaufe he has not grace, but becaufe 
he does not ufe the grace which. he hath. 

5. Therefore in as much as GOD works in yeu, you 
are nuw able to work out your own falvation. Since he 
worketh in you, of bis own good pieafure, without any 
merit of yours, both to will and to do, it is poflible for 
you to fulfil all righteoufnefs. It is pofible for you, to 
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leve GOD, becaufe he hath firft loved us; and to walk 
love, after the pattern of our great mafter. We know .. 
deed that word of his to be abfolutely- true, wethout me ye 
can do nothing. But on the other hand we know, eve 
believer can fay, I can do all things through Chrift that 
Srengtheneth me. 

6. Mean time let us remember, that GOD has joined 
thefe together in the experience of every believer. And 
therefore we muft take care, not to imagine they are ever 
to be put afunder. We muft beware of that mock humili- 
ty, which teacheth us to fay, ‘in excufe for our wilful difo- 
bedience, “* O, I can do nothing :” and ftops there, with- 
out once naming the grace of GOD. Pray, think twice. 
Confider what you fay. I hope you wrong yourfelf. For 
if it be really true, that you can do nothing, then you have 
no faith. And if you have not faith, you are in a wretch- 
ed condition: you are not in a ftate of falvation. Surely 
it isnot fo. You can do fomething, through Chrift ftrength- 
ening you. Stir up the {park of grace which is now in you: 
and he will give you more grace. 

7. Secondly. GOD worketh in you: therefore you mu/t 
work: you muft be workers together with him, (they are the 
very. words of the apoftle) otherwife he will ceafe working. 
The general rule on which his gracious difpenfations inva- 
riably proceed, is this, Unto htm that hath, fhall be given: 
but from him that hath not, that does not improve the grace 
already given, shall be taken away what he affuredly hath. 
(So the words ought to be rendered.) Even St. Augu/ftine 
who is generally fuppofed to favour the contrary doétrine, 
makes that juft remark, -guz fecet nos fine nobis, non falo-bit, 
nos fine nobis: ‘ he that made us without ourfelves, will 
not fave us without ourfelyes.” He will not feve us, un- 
lefs we fave our/elves from this untoward generation: unlefs 
we ourfelves fight. the good fight of faith, and lay hold on 
eternal life: uniels we agonize to enter in at the frait gate, 
deny ourfelves, take up our crofs daily, and labour, by 
every poffible means, to make our own calling and cle@ion 
Sure. 


VoL. II, 3X 8. Labour 
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8. Labour then, brethren, not for the meat that perifheth, 
but for that which endureth to everlafling life. Say with 
our bleffed Lord, though im a fomewhat different fenfe, My 
Father worketh hitherto, and [ worh. In confideration that 
he fill worketh in you, be never weary cf well-doing. Go 
on, in virtue of the grace of GOD, preventing, accompa. 
nying and following you, in the work of faith, in the pati- 
ence of hope, and in the labour of love. Be ye fledfaft and 
ammoviable ; always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
And ihe GOD of peace, who brought again from the dead 
the great fhepherd of the Sheep [ Fefus), make you perfect in 
évery good work to do his will working in you what 25 well. 


pleafing ginhis fight, through Fefus Chrift, to whem be glo. 


ry for ever and ever! 


a 
An EXTRACT 





Of the Rev’. Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Journat, 
From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November 1ff, 1799. 


[Continued from page 495+] 


UNDAY, 7uly 1. I preached to about 5000, on that 

favourite advice of the infidel in Ecclefafles (fo zealouf- 

ly inforced by his brethren now) Be not righteous over much. 

At Hannam and at Rofe-Green 1 explained the latter part of 

the vith of St. Lue : That verfe efpecially, When they had 
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 

A young woman funk down at Ro/e-Green, in a violent 
agony both of body and mind: As did five or fix perfons in 
the evening at the New Room, at whofe cries many were great- 
ly offended. The fame offence was given in the morning by 
one at Weaver’s-Hall, and by eight or nine others, at Glou- 
cefter-Lane in the evening. The firft that was deeply touch- 
ed was L—W—; whofe mother had been not a litle dif. 
pleafed a day or two before, when fhe was told, how her 
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daughter had expo/ed herfelf betore all the congregation : 
The mother herfelf was the next, who fell down, and 
Jof& her fenfesin a moment; but went home with her daugh- 
ter, full of joy, as did moft of thofe that had been in pain. 

Soon afier the fociety, I went to Mrs. 7—’s, whofe near- 
eft relations were earneftly diffuading her, from being Reg /’- 
cous over much; and by the old motive, Why fheuld/t th: 
deftroy thy/elf ? She anfwered all they advanced with mee 
nefs and love, and continued ftedtaft and immoveable. Er- 
dure hardthip ftill, thou good foldier of Chrift! Perfecuted 
but not forfaken: Torn with inward, ani encompaft with 
outward temptations: But yielding to none. O.may pati- 
ence have its perfect work! 

Tue/day 3. 1 preached at Bah to the mof attentive and 
ferious audience I have ever feen there. On Wednef. I 
preached at Newgate on thofe words, Becauje of the Phar: 
Jes; they durft not conf:/s him —For they loved the praife of 
men, more than the prarfeof GOD. A melfage was deliver- 
ed to me when I had done, trom the fherntlfs, ** That I mui 
preach there no more.” 

Friday @. 1 preft a ferious Quaker to tell me, why he 
did not come to hear me as formerly ? He faid, “ Becaufe 
he found we were not led by the Spiret ; for we fixt mes 
ot preaching before-hand ; whereas we ought to do nothing 
unicfs we were /enjibly moved thereto by the Holy Ghoft.” 
Talked, ‘* Whether we ought not to do what GOD in 
{cripture commands, when we have opportunity ? Whether 
the providence of GOD thus concurring with his word, were 
not a fufficient reafon for our doing it, although we were not 
at that moment /exjiely moved thereto by the Holy Ghoft ?” 
He anfwered, “ It was not a fufficient reafon. This was 
to regard the /etter that hilleth.” GOD grant, that I may fo 
regard it all the days of my life! 

In the afternoon I was with Mr. Whitefield, jut come 


from Loadon, with whom I went to Bapiifl-Mills, where he 
preached concerning the Holy Choft, which all who believe 
are to recetve ; not without a juft, though fevere cenfure of 
thofe, who preach as ¢f there were no Holy Ghott. 
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Saturday 7. 1had an opportunity to talk with him of thofe 
outward figns, which had fo often accompanied the inward 
work of GOD. 1 found his objeétrons were chiefly grounded 
of grofs mifreprefentations of matter of faét. But the next 
day he ‘had an opportunity of informing himfelf better. For 
no fooner had he begun (in the application of his fermon) to 
invite all finners, to believe in Chrift, tham*four perfons 
funk down clofe to him, almoftin the fame moment.. One 
of them lay without either fenfe or motion. A fecond 
trembled exceedingly, The third had ftrong convulfions all 
over his body, but made no noife, unlefs by groans. The 
fourth, equally convulfed, called upon GOD, with ftrong 
cries and tears. From this time I truft, we fhall all fuffer 
GOD to carry on his own work in the way that pleafeth 
him. 

Thurfday 13. 1 went to a gentleman who is much troubled 
with what they call lowne/s of /pirits. Many fuch have | 
been with before ; but in feveral of them, it was no bodily 
diftemper. They wanted fomething, they knew not what, 
and were therefore, heavy, uneafy, and diflatisfied with eve. 
ry thing. The plain truth is, they wanted GOD, they 
wanted Chrift, they wanted faith. And GOD convinced 
them of their want, in a way their phyficians no more un. 
derflood than themfelves. Accordingly nothing availed tll 
the great phyfician came. For infpite of all natural means, 
he who mate them for himfelf, would not fuffer them to 
reft, till they refted in him. 

On Friday in the afternoon I left Brzfol with -Mr. 
Whiteficld, in the midft of heavy rain. But the clouds foon 
difperfed, fo that we had a fair, calm evening, and a feri- 
ous congregation at Fhornbury. 

In the morning we breakfafted with a Quaker, who had 
been brought up m the church of England: but being un- 
der ftrong convidtions of inward fin, and applying to feve- 
ral _perfons for advice, they all judged him to be under a’ 
diforder of body, and gave advice accordingly. Some 
Quakers with whom he met about the fame time, told him, 


1 was the hand of GOD upon his foul; and adwifed him 
lo 
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to feek another fort of relief than thofe miferable comfort- 
ers had recommended. Wo unto you, ye blind leaders of 
the blind! How long will ye pervert the right ways of the 
Lord? Ye who tell the mourners in Zion, much rehgiwa 
hath made you mad! Ye who fend them whom GOD hath 
wounded to the devil for cure; to company, idle books or 
diverfions! Thus fhall they perith im their iniquity; bur 
their blood fhall GOD require at your hands! 

We had an attentive congregation at Clowcefler in the 
evening, In the morning, Mr. Whitefield being gone tor- 
ward, I preached to about five thoufand there, Chrift our 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, Jfanthfication, and redemption, it 
rained violently at five in the evening; notwithflanding 
which two or three thoufand people flayed, to whom | ex- 
pounded that gloriaus vifion of Ezekiel, of the refurre€tion 
of the dry bones. 

On Monday 16. After preaching to two or three thoufand 
on What muft I do to be faved? 1 returned to Briflol, and 
preached to about three thoufand, on thofe words of Joé, 
There the wicked ceafe from troubling ; there the weary are at 
ref. 

Tucfday 17. 1 rode to Bradford, 5 miles from Bath, whi- 
ther I had been long invited to come. 1 waited on the mi- 
nifler, and defired leave to preach in his church. He faid, 
“ It was not ufual to preach om the week-days: but if I 
could come thither on a Sunday, he thould be glad of 
my affiftance.” Thence I went to a gentleman in the town, 
who had been prefent when I preached at Bath, and with 
the ftrongeft marks of fincerity and affeétion, wafhed me good 
luck in the name ef the Lord. But it was paft. 1 found 
him now quite cold, He began difputing on feveral heads, 
and at laft told me plainly, One of our own college had in- 

formed him, “ They always took me to be a lithe crack- 
brained at Oxford.” 

However fome perfons who were not of his mind, hav- 
ing pitched on a convenient place (called Bear-feld, or Bu- 
ry-freld) on the top of the bill under which the town lies; 
I there offered Chrift to about a thoufand people, for wil- 
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dom, righteoufnefs, fan&tification, and redemption. Thence 
I returned to Bath, and preached on What muft I do to be 
faved? toa larger audience than ever before. I was won. 
dering the god of this world was fo ftill: when at my te. 
turn from preaching, poor R M told me, he could 
not let me preach any more in his ground. 1 afked, him why? 
He faid, ‘‘ the people hurt his trees, and ftole things ox: 
of his ground. And befides (added he) J have aiready, by 
letting thee be there, merited the difpleafure of my ouiohiae” 
© fear of man! who is above thee, but they who indeed 
worfhip GOD in fpirit and in truth? Not even thole who 
have one foot in the grave! Not even thofe who dwell iy 
rooms of cedar; and who have heaped up gold as the dui, 
and filver as the fand of the fea! 

Saturday 21. I began expounding a fecond time our Lord’ 
fermon up on the mount. Inthe morning, Sunday 22, as | 
was explaining Bleed are the pure in ffrrit, to about three 
thoufand people, we had a fair opportunity of fhewing al) 
men, what manner of f{pirit we were of. For in the mid. 
die of the fermon, the prefs-gang came and feized on one 
of the hearers: (Ye learned in the law, what becomes ol 
Magna charta, and of Englifh liberty, and property? Are 
not thefe mere founds, while, on any pretence, there is fuch 
a thing as a prefs-gang fuffered in the land?) all the rel 
ftanding ftill, and none opening his moutlr or liftung up bs 
hand to refift them. 

Monday 23. To guard young converts from fancying, 
that they had already attained, or were already perfett, | 
preached on thofe words, So zs the kingdom of GOD, as 
when a man cafteth feed into the ground—and rifeth day and 
night, and the feed buddeth forth and fpringeth up he know- 
eth not how—firft the blade, then the ear, then the full corm 
in the ear. 

On feveral evenings this week, and particularly on Fri; 
day, many were deeply convinced ; but none were deliver- 
ed from that painful conviétion: The children came to the 
births but there was not flrength to bring forth. 1 fear we 


have grieved the Spirit of the jealous GOD, by queflioning 
his 
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his work : and that therefore he is withdrawn from us for 
a feafon. But he will return and abundantly pardon. 

Mond. 30. Two more were in ftrong pain, both their fouls 
and bodies being well-nigh torn afunder. But though we 
cried unto GOD, there was no anfwer, neither did he as 
yet deliver them at all. 

One of thefe had been remarkably zealous againft thofe 
that cried out and made a noife, being fure that any of them 
might help it if they would. And the fame opinion fhe was 
in fiill till the moment fhe was ftruck through as with a 
fword, and fell trembling to the.ground. She then cried 
aloud, though not articulately, her words being {wallowed 
up. In this pain fhe continued twelve or fourteen hours, 
and then her foul was fet at liberty. But her mafler (for 
fhe was a fervant till that time, at a gentleman’s in town) 
forbid her returning to him, faying, he would have none in 
his houfe, who had recewved the Holy Choft. 

Turfday 31. 1 preached at Bradford to above two thou- 
fand, many of whom were of the better rank, on What muft 
I do to be faved ? They all behaved with decency, and none 
went away till it was ended. While I was preaching at Bath, 
in my return, fome of the audience did not behave fo well ; 
being, I fear, a little too nearly concerned, when | came to 
the application of thofe words, Not only this our craft, ts in 
danger to be fet at nought ; but alfo that the temple of the 

cat godde/s Diana fhould be defpifed—whom all Alia and 
the world worfhippeth. 

Having a cautzon agatnft religious delufion, put into my 
hands. about this time, I thought it my duty to write to the 
author of it: which I accordingly did, in the following 
terms : 


Reverend Szr, 


1. OU charge me (for I am called a Methodift, and 

confequently included within your charge) with 
vain and confident boafitngs, rafh, uncharitable cenfures, 
dammng all who do not feel what I feel ; not alloweng men to 
be in a falvable flate, unle/s they have experrenced fome fudden 


operation 





§44 THE JOURNAL OF THE REVD. JOHN WESLEY, 


operation, which may be diflinguifhed as the hand of GOD 
upon them, overpowering as wt were the foul: With denying 
men the ufe of GOD’s creatures, which he hath appointed to 
be recetved with thank/giving, and encouraging abflinence, pray. 
ar and other religuous exercijes, to the negle@ of the duties of 
our flation. O fir, can you prove this charge upon me? 
The Lord fhall judge in that day ! 

2, 1 doindeed go out into the highways and hedges to call 
poor finners to Chrift. But not en a tumultuous manner, not to 
the difturbance af the public peace, or the prejudrce of families, 
Neither herein do I break any law which I koow ; much lef 

Jet ab nought all rule and authortly. Nor can 1 be faid to in. 
trude into the labours of thofe, who do not labour at all; 
but fuffer thoufands of thofe for whom Chrift died, to peri/h 
Sor lack of knowledge. 

g. They perith for want of knowing, That we as well ay 
the Heathens, are alienated from the life of GOD : that ew. 
ry one of us by the corruption of our inmoft nature, is very 

Jar gone from original righteoufne/s ; fo far, that every pers 
fon born into the world, deferveth GOD's wrath and damna- 
tion; That we have by nature no power either to help our. 
felves, or even to call upon GOD to help us ; all our tem. 
pers and works, in our natural ftate, being only evil conti. 
nually.. So that eur coming to Chrift, as well as thers, 
muft infer a great and mighty change. It muft infer, not on- 
ly an outward change, trom ftealing, lying and all corrupt 
communication ; but a thorough change of heart, an inward 
renewal in the {pirit of our mind. Accordingly, the old man 
implies. infinitely more than outward evil converfation, even 
an evil heart of unbclief, corrupted by pride anda thoufand 
deceitful lufts. Of confequence, the mew man mutt umply 
infinitely more than outward good converfation, even a good 
heart, which afier GOD is created in righteoufne/s and trut 
boline/s : a heart full of that faith, which working by love, 
produces all holinefs of converfation. 

4+ The change from the former of thefe ftates to the lat- 
ter, is what I call The new birth. But you fay, I am not 

content with this plain and cafy notion of it, but fill mule 
an 
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énd others with fantaftical conceits about it. Alas, fir, how 
can you prove this? And if you cannot prove it, what 
amends can you make, either to GOD or to me or to the 
world, for publicly afferting a grofs falfhood ? 

5. Perhaps you fay, You can prove this of Mr. White- 

eld. What then? This is‘nothing to me. I am not ac- 
countable for Ais words. The journal you quote I never 
faw till it was in print: But indeed you wrong him as 
ithuch as me: Firft; where you reprefent him as judging the 
itotions of the Quakers tn general (concerning bein led: by 
the Spirit) to be right and good; whereas he fpeaks only 
of thofe particular men, with whom he was then converfing. 
And again, where you fay, he /uppo/es a perfon belreveng in 
Chrift,—to be without any faving knowledge of him. He 
Juppofes no fuch thing. To bdelteve at Chrift, was the ve- 
ry thing he /uppofed ‘wanting: Ass underftanding that term 
believing to imply, not only an afferit to the articles of our 
creed, but alfo A fure truft and confidence of the mercy of 
GOD through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

6. Now this it‘ is certain a man may want, although he 
can truly fay, Z am chafte, Iam fober, Iam juft in my “deal 
tags, I help my neighbour, and ufe the ordinances of GOD. 

And hisitetiéi fuch a man may have behaved in these refpetts, 
he is not to think well of his own fate, till he experiences fome- 
thing within himfelf, which he has not yet experienced, but 
which he may bz before-hand affured he fhall, If the promifes 
of GOD are true. “That  /omething is, a living faith: A 
fure trift and confidence in GOD, that by the merits of Chrift 
his fins are forgruen, and he reconciled to the favour of GOD. 
And from this will {pring many other things, which ull 
then he experienced not, as, the love of GOD fhe! abroad 
in his heart, the peace of GOD which paffeth all undér- 
ftanding, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, joy though not unfe/e, 
yet unfpeakable and full of glory. 

7. Thefe are fome of thofe inward fruits of the Spirit, 
which ‘muft be fe/t, wherefoever they aré: And without 
thefe, I cannot learn from holy writ, that any man is dor 
of the Spirit. Y befeech y6u, fir, by the mercies of GOD, 
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that if as yet you know nothing of fuch inward feelings, if 
you do not fecl en yourfelf thefe mighty workings of the Spi. 
nit of Chrilt, at leaft you would not contradiét and blaf- 
pheme. When the Holy Ghoft hath fervently kindled your 
love towards GOD, you will know thefe to be very fenfible 
aperations. As you hear the wind and feel it too, while it 
Sfirokes upon your badily organs, you will know you are un. 
der the guidance of GOD’s Spirit the fame way, namely, by 
feeling it in your foul: By the, prefent peace and joy and 
Jove which you feel within, as well as by ws outward and 
more diflant effects. 


Tam, &c. 


» I have often wifhed, that afl calm impartial men, would 
confider what is advanced by another writer, in a little dif. 
courfe concerning enthufiafm- or religious delufion, publith- 
ed about this time. His words are, 

* A minifler of our church, who may look upon it as 
his duty to warn his paref/hioners, or an author who may 
think it neceffary to caution his readers, againft /uch preach- 
ers or their dogirine (enthufiaftie preachers, I fuppofe, fuch 
as he takes it for granted the Methodifl preachers are) ought 
to be very careful to act with a Chriflian /prit, and to ad- 
vance nothing. but with éemper, charety and trath.—Perhaps 
the following rules may be proper to be obferved by them. 

1. Notto d/ame perfons tor doing that now, which {crip- 
ture records holy men of old to have praétifed, left, had 
they lived in thofe times, they fhould have condemned them 
alfo : 

2. Not to cenfure perfons in holy orders, for teaching the 
fame doétrines which are taught in the /criptures and by our 
church; \elt they thould ignorantly cen/ure what they pro- 
fefs to defend. 

3. Not to cenfure any profeffed members of our church, 
who live good fives, tor reforting to religious affemblres in 
private houfes, to perform in fociety atts of divine worfhip; 
when the fame feems to have been praétifed by the primi- 
tive Chriftians; and when, alas ! sthere are fo many parifhes, 

where 
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where a perfon proufly difpofed,- has no opportunity of join- 
ing in the public fervice of our church, more than oxe hour 
and-a half ina week. 

4- Not to condemn thofe who are conftant attendants on 
the communion and /orvice of our church, if they fometimes 
ule other prayers in private aflemblies : -fince the beft divines 
ef our church have compofed and pubhifhed many prayers, 
that have not the fanétion of public authorities ;, which im- 
plies a general confent, that our church has not made pro- 
vifion for every private occafion. 


{ Continued at page 5 , 95-] 
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THE LIFE AND DEATH OF 
Tue Reverenn JOHN FLETCHER, 


[Continued from page 504.) 


66 WAKING fome time after, he faid, “ Polly, I have 

been thinking: that it was J/raed’s fault that they 
afked for /igns. We will not do fo: but abanduning our 
whole felves to the will of GOD, will lie patiently before 
him; affured that he will do all things well.” 

“ My dear love, faid I, if ever 1 have done or faid any 
iling to grieve thee, haw will the remembrance wound my 
heart, if thou fhouldit be taken from me? He intreated me 
with inexpreflible tendernefs, not to allow the thought, de- 
claring his thankfulnefs for our union, in a variety of words 
written on my heart, as with the adamantine pen of friend- 
fhip deeply dipt in blood, 

“On Wednefday, after groaning all day long, under 
the weight of the power of GOD, he told me, he had re- 
ceived fuch a. manifeftation of the full meaning of thofe 
words, GOD is love, as he could never be able to exprefs. 
It fills my heart, faid he, eve moment. O Polly, my 
dear Polly, GOD is lowe! Shout, fhout aloud! I want a 
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guft of praife to go to the ends of the earth! But it foems 
as if I could not {peak much longer. Let us fix ona fign 
between ourfelves. Now, faid he, (tapping me twice with 
his finger) I mean, GOD is love. And we will draw each 
other into GOD. Obferve! By this we will draw each 
other into GOD.” 

“ Sally coming in, he cried out, “ O Sally, GOD is 
love! Shout both of you! I want. to hear you fhout his 
praife!” All this time the medical friend, who attended him 
diligently, hoped he was in no danger: as he had no head 
ach, but much fleep without the leaft delirium, and an al- 
moft regular pulfe. So was the difeafe, though commif- 
fiored to take his life, reflrained by the power of GOD, 

“Qn Thurfday his fpeech began to fail. While he 
was able, he fpoke to all that came in his way. Hear. 
ing that a flranger was in the houfe, he ordered her to be 
called up. But the uttering only two fentences made him 
ready to faint away. And while he had any power of fpeech 
he would not be filent to his friendly Doftor. “ O fir, 
faid he, you take much thought for my body: permit me 
to take thought for your foul!” When I could fearce un- 
derfland any thing he faid, I {poke thefe words, GOD wu 
love.’ Inftantly, as if all his powers were awakened, he 
broke out in a rapture, ‘' GOD is love! love! love! O for 
that guft of praife! T want to found!” Here his voice 
again failed. All this time he was in much pain, and fuf- 
Sereda ane any ways: but fill with fuch unutterable patience, 
as none but thofe that were prefent can conceive. If I 
did but name-his fufferings, he would finile and make the fign. 

“ On Friday, obferving his body covered with fpots, I 
felt a {word pierce through my foul. As I was kneeling by 
his fide, with my band in his, intreating the Lord to be 
with us in this tremendous hour; he flrove to fay many 
things, but could not articulate the words. All he could 


do was to prefs my hand, and frequently repeat the fign. 
At lait he breathed out, “Head of the church, be head to 


my wile! 
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When I was forced to leave him for a few moments, 
Sally {aid to him, my dear mafter, do you know me? He 
replied, « GOD will put his right-hand under you.” She 
added, O my dear mafler, fhould you be taken away, what 
a difconfolate creature will -my poor, dear millrefs be! He 
replied, ** GOD will be her all in ail!” 

He always tcok a peculiar pleafure in repeating or heare 


ing thofe words, 


Jefu’s love through earth and fkics, 
Mercy, free, boundicls mercy cries. 


Whenever I repeated them to him, he would anfwer, 
“ boundlefs! boundlefs! boundlefs! He now added, though 
not wihout much difficulty, 


Mercy’s full power I foon thall prove, 
Lovy’d with an everlafling love. 


“ On Saturday in the afternoon, his fever feemed quite 
off, and a few friends Nanding near his bed, he reached his 
hand to each: and looking ona muinifler, faid, “ are you 
ready to affift to-morrow ?” His recolletiion furprifed us, 
as the day of the week had not been mentioned in the 
room. Many were of opinion he would recover: and one 
of them faid to him, do you think the Lord will raife you 
up? He ftrove to anfwer, and could juflt pronounce, 
“ Raife me up in the refurr’———Meaning in the refurrec- 
tion. To another who afked the fame queftion, he faid, 
“ T leave wn all to GOD.” 

“ In the eveming the fever came again, and with greater 
violence than ever. The mucus then falling on his throat, 
almoft flrangled him. It was fuppofed, the fame painful 
fymptom would grow more and more violent to the laft. 
As I felt this exquifitely, I cried to the Lord to remove it. 
And, glory be to his name, he did! From that ume it re 
turned no more. 

As night drew on, I perceived him dying very fat. His 
sid hardly make the fign, which he fearce ever 
and his fpeech feemed quite gone. 1 faid, My 
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dear creature, I afk not for myfelf: J know thy foul : but for 
the fake of others, if Jefus is very prefent with thee, lif 
up thy right-hand. Immediately he did. If the profped 
ot glory {weetly opens before thee, repeat the fign. He in, 
ftanily raifed it again, and in half a minute, a fecond time, 
He then threw it up, as if he would reach the tep of the 
bed. After this, his hands moved no more. But on my 
faying, Art thou in pain? He anfwered, * No.” From 
this time he Jay in a kind of fleep, though with his eyes open 
and fixt. For the moft part he fat upright, agamnft pillows, 
with his head a little inclining to one fide. _ And fo remark. 
ably compofed, yea triumphant was his countenance, that 
the lealt trace of death was fcarce difcernible in it: Twen- 
ty-four hours he was in this fituation, breathing like a per- 
fon in common fleep. About thirty-five minutes paft ten on 
Siinday night, dug. 14, his precious foul entered into the joy 
of his Lord, without one ftruggle or groan, in the fifty-fixth 
year of his age. 

“ And here | break off my mournful flory: but on my 
bleeding heart, the fair piéture of his heavenly excellencies 
will be for ever drawn. When I call to mind his ardent 
zeal, his laborious endeavours to feek and fave the loft, his 
diligence in the employment of his time, his Chrift-like 
condefcenfion toward me, and his uninterrupted converfe 
with heaven: I may well be allowed to add, my lofs is beyond 
the power of words to paint. I have often gone through 
deep waters; but all my.affli€tions were nothing to this. 
Well: I want no pleafant profpeét but upwards; nor any 
thing whereon to fix my hope, but immortality. 

‘* From the time I have had the happinefs and honour of 
being with him, every day more and more convinced me, 
he was the chriftian. I faw, I loved in him, the image of 
my Saviour, and thought myfelf the happieft of women, in 
the poffeflion of the mofl. {ympathizing and heavenly friend. 
My forrow bears a due proportion. But it is alleviated by 
that thought, United in GOD we cannot be divided. No: 
we are of one houfhold ftill: we are joined in him as our 
center; of whom the whole family in. heaven ang earth 15 

named. 
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named. tis faid of New Teftament believers, they are come 
to the fpirits of juft men made perfed : to the glorious pri- 
vilege of communion with the church triumphant. But this 
is far more apparent to the eyes of celeftial {pirits, than to 
ours, which are yet veiled with flefh and blood. Yet as 
there is joy in heaven over one finner that repenteth, and 
as the prayers of faints ftill on earth are reprefented by in- 
cenfe in the hands of the elders, 1 can only confider depart- 
ed fpirits, and miniftering angels, as one innumerable com. 
pany, continually furrounding us. And are they not as 
nearly united to their fellow-foldiers now, as when they 
were in the body ? What fhould hinder? Gratitude and 
affeétion are natives ot heaven, and live for ever there. 
Forgettulnefs is a property of mortality, and drops off with 
the body. Therefore they that loved usin the Lord, will 
furely love us for ever: can any thing material inte:rupt the 
light or prefence of a fpirit ? Nay, 


Walls within walls no more the paffage bar 


Than ‘unoppofing fpace of liquid air. 


* On the 17th, his remains were depofited in Madeley 
church-yard, amidift the tears and lamentations of thoufands. 
The /ervice was performed by the Rev. Mr. [/atton, rettor 
of Waters-Upton, whom GOD enabled to {peak in a pathetic 
manner to the weeping flack. In the conclufion, at my re- 
queft, he read the following paper : 

“ As it was the defire of my beloved hufband to be bu- 
ried in this plain manner, fo out of tendernefs, he begged, 
that I might not be prefent. And in every thing I would 
obey him. 

* Permit me then, by the mouth of a friend, to bear an 
open teftimony, to the glory of GOD, that I who have 
known him in the moft perfect manner, am conftrained to 
declare, that I never knew any one walk fo clofely in the 
ways of GOD as he did. The Lord gave him a confci- 
ence tender as the apple of aneye. And he literally prefer- 


red the intereft of every one to his own, 
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“ He was rigidly juft,-and perfeétly loofe from attach. 
ment to the world. He fhared his all with the poor, who 
lay fo clofe to his heart; that at the approach of death, when 
he could not {peak without difficulty, he cried out “0 my 
poor! What will become of my poor?’ He was bleft with 
fo great a degree of humility, as is fcarce to be found. | 
am witnefs how often he has rejoiced, in being treated with 
contempt. Indeed it feemed the very food of his foul, to be 
little and unknown. 

“ His zeal for fouls I need hot tell you. Let the la. 
bours of twenty-five years, and a thartyr’s death in the con- 
clufion, imprint it on'your hearts. His diligent vifiting of 
the fick occafioned the fever, which by GOD’s commiffion 
tore him from you and me. And his vehement defire to 
take his laft leave of you with dying lips and hands, gave 
(it is fuppofed) the finifhing ftroke, by preparing his blood 
for putrefaétion. Thus has he lived and died your fervant. 
And will any of you gnu to meet him at GOD’s right- 
hand in that day? 

“ He walked with death alwai’s in. fight. About two 
months ago, he came to me and faid, “ My dear love, I 
know not how it is, but I have a ftrange impreffion, death 
is near us, as if it were to be fome fudden ftroke upon one 
ofus. And it draws out all my foul in prayer, that we may 
be ready.” He then broke out, “ Lord, prepare the foul 
thou wilt call! And O! ftand bythe poor difconfolate one 
that fhall be left behind !” 

“ A few days before his departure, he was filled with 
love in an uncommon manner. The fame he teftified ai 
long as he had a voice, and continued to the end, by 4 
moft lamb-like patience, in which he fmiled over death, and 
fet his laft feal to the glorious truths he had fo long ag 
ed among you. 

* Three years, nine months and two days, I have po 
feffed my heavenly-minded hufband. But now the fan of 
my earthly joy is fet for ever, and my foul filled with an an- 
guilh, which only finds its confolation, in a total refigna- 
tion to the will of GOD, When I was afking the Lord, 
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if he pleafed to fpare him to mea little longer, the fol- 
lowing promife was impreft on my mind, where I am, there 
fhall my servants be, that they may behold my glory! Lord, 
haften the time!” 

18. There is little need of adding any farthet charafer 
of this man of GOD, to the foregoing account, given by 
one who wrote out of the fulnefs of her heart. I would 
only obferve, that for many years I defpaired of finding 
any inhabitant of Great Britain, that could ftand in any 
degree of comparifon with Gregory Lopez, or Monficur de 
Renty. But let any impartial perfon judge, if Mr. Fletcher 
was atallinferior to them. Did he not experience as deep 
communion with GOD, and as high a meafure ot inward 
holinefs, as was experienced by either one or the other of 
thofe burning and fhining lights! And it is certain, his 
outward light fhone before men, with full as bright a luf- 
tre as theirs. But if any would draw a parallel between 
them, there are two circumftances which fhould be well 
obferved. One is, we are not affured that the writers of 
their lives did not extenuate, if not fuppvefs their faults. 
And fome faults we are affured there were; namely, fome 
touches of fuperftition, and fome of idolatry, as the wor- 
fhip of images, angels and faints, the virgin Mary in parti- 
cular. But I have not fuppreffed, or even extenuated any 
thing in Mr. Fletcher's life. Indeed f know nothing that 
needed to be extenuated, much lefs to be fuppreffed. A [e- 
cond circumltance is, that the writers of the’r lives, could 
not have fo full a knowledge of them, as I, and much more 
Mrs. Fletcher had; being eye and ear-witnefles of his whole 
conduét. Confequently we Anew that his life was not fulli- 
ed with any taint of adolatry or fuperflition. I was iii- 
mately acquainted with him for thirty years. I converfed 
with him morning, noon and night, without the leatt re- 
ferve, during a journey of many hundred miles. And in 
all that time, I never heard him {peak an improper word, 
or faw him do an improper aétion. To conclude. With- 
in fourfcore years, I have known many excellent men, ho- 
ly mm heart and life. But one equal to him I have not 
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known; one fo uniformly and deeply devoted to GOD, 
So unblameable a man in every refpett, I have not found 
either in Europe or America. Nor do J expett to find ano. 
ther fuch on this fide eternity. 

Yet it is pofflible we may be fuch as he was. Let us 
then endeavour to follow him as he followed Chrift. 


Bre Te ey fi gee fff 
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Here lies the body of 
The Rev. Joun WitviiaM de la FLecuere, 
Vicar of Madeley, 
Who was born at Nyon, in Switzerland, 
September reth, 1729, 
‘And finifhed his courfe, Auguft 14th, 1785, 
In this Village; 
Where his unexampled Labours 
Will never be forgotten. 


“He exercifed his Miniftry for the fpace of 
Twenty-five Years 
. In this Parifh, 
With uncommon Zeal and Ability. 


But though many believed his repoit, 
Yet he might with juftice have adopted 
3 The Lamentation of the Prophet, 
“ All the Day long have I firetched out my hands 
Unto a difobedient and gainfaying People: 
Yet furely my Judgment is with the Lord, 
And ty Work with my GOD.” 
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AN ACCOUNT 
Of the moft remarkable Occurrences of the Life of 
JOSEPH EVERETT. 
(Ia a Letter to Bifhop Afbury. } 


(Continued from page 511.) 


HIS glorious change was wrougit in my foul on the. 
thirteenth of Zune, 1m the year of our Lord 1763, on 

a precious fabbath-day, about ten or eleven. o’clock. 1 cen- 
tinued in this {weet frame of fpirit for fome time ; I felt no 
temptations nor trials; all was a {weet, divine calm. The 
world was dead to me and I was dead to it. I felt no 
wrong tempers in my heart, and fo fimple was I, that I 
thought verily there was no fin in my foul; and hoped to 
continue in that happy ftate to all eternity—But alas! in a 
furt time, I found tothe contrary. The enemy of my foul 
began to work on the unrenewed part of my nature ; and 
I felt pride, felf-will and anger, which did not diflrefs me 
as it ought to do; and the reafon why it did not, was this : 

The. minifters that preached to us, told us, it was 
our privilege to know our fins forgiven; but that it was 
impoffible to live without fin, till death feparated foul and 
body. And that all we could poflibly do was to ftrive 
againit it, and not give way ; and that in the article of death 
it would be done away, and nat before. They faid like- 
wife, that many of the moft eminent faints of GOD did fin, 
and yet continued in the favour of the Lord— {to wit,) Dawed 
in the matter of Uriah; that in the very att of adultery and 
murder he was a favourite of heaven. And that Paul was 
a good Chriftian, when crying out, “tl. am a carnal foul un. 
der fin.” 

Now the preaching of this kind of do&trine, which they 
attempted to prove by {cripture, and I believed to be true, 
had a bad effeét; inftead of prefling me forward to the en. 
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tire deftru€tion of the body of fin and death, it caufed me 
to reft and feed thefe brats of hell. And made me con- 
clude, that if all the faints of both the Old and’ New Tefta- 
ment, did and muft live in fin; therefore I muft hive in fin 
too. Thus I went on, deceived by fuch doétrine, till I lof 
the feed, the love of GOD, out of my foul; and was redu- 
ced to a lifelefs form of godlinefs ; till the power of it was 
as entirely gone as if I never had received it. Thus I tea 
thoufands are deceived, till they drop down to hell. 

I had told my experience to fome of the brethren, they 
approved of it, and I concluded all to be well. I ftill hoped 
myfelf to be in the way to happinefs, At this fatan was 
well pleafed, who was going about feeking to devour. But 
whom was he feeking to devour ? Not the carnally fecure ; 
for they are devoured already. But thofe who through 
grace had broken the fnare and made their efcape. At lait 
the devil found a fcheme that effeétually anfwered his pur- 
pofe, he baited his hook and after fome time I fwallowed it, 

I went to hear preaching as ufual, but my confcience 
reproached me, and told me I was a hypocrite. 1 prayed 
in my family, but no life—my vifits to my clofet were thort, 
and very feldom; and withal uncomfortable.—I would 
talk about religion, but my heart was after my idols, In 

lain truth, I lived in fuch a manner as |] thought 1t ictpol- 
fible fora Chriftian to live—theough my principle was, that 
there was no falling from juitifying grace. And indeed it 
was impoffible for me to fall, for I had thametully fallen 
already. 

The brethren began to look very coldly at me, and ma- 
ny I believe were much grieved, and were very forry for 
me, and thought that I was fallen ; but hoped that I fhould 
rife again; which they doubted not but I fhould, if ever 
I had been converted. - For that is the criterion by which 
they judge. But they feeing no amendment, nor I flriving 
for any, but growing worfe and worfe; they difowned me; 
and I never went to meeting, perheps for months together. 
So that thofe very people began to {peak evit of me, and fay 
that 1 had never been converted—but the Lord knows: bet- 

ter, 








THE EXPERIENCE OF JOSEPH EVERETT. 587 


ter, for their eyes were blinded by falfe do&trine ; and they 
were ignorant that the word of GOD was fulfilled in me, 
as {poken by the apoftle Péter, in his fecond epiftle, firf 
chapter, 5, 6, 7, 8 and gth verfes. And my proud heart 
could not bear to be flighted by them ; for I well knew, fron 
my intimate acquaintance with them, that not one in forty 
of them had ever experienced the pardoning love of GOD. 
And when I told them, what the Lord had done for my foul, 
they knew nothing of fuch an experience. 

Thus I went on to pleafe my mafter, the devil; whofe 
fervant I was. But my life waga burthen to me. As the 
fervice of GOD is perfe& freedom, fo the work of the de- 
vil is the moft fervile drudgery. And thus faith the evan- 
gehft, St. Lude, on a like occafion. While the flrong man 
armed keeps his palace, his goods are in peace; but when @ 
fitonger than he comes upon him, he takes away his armour, and 
/poils hts goods. So the unclean fpirit had been driven out 
of my heart, and had been walking in dry places feeking reft, 
hat finding none; was now taking poileffion of his old ha- 
bitation again. I was beginning to contract a relifh for car- 
nal and forbidden pleafures ; and believing the impoflibility of 
falling from grace, which is a grand delufion ; he found the 
houle empty of all good defires ; fwept by unbelief, and gar- 
nifhed with delufion; and he took up his abode there again, for 
near feventeen years ; with not only feven other fpirits more 
wicked than himfelf, but, for aught I know, feventy times 
feven. For I was a worfe finner by a thoufand times, than 
ever I was before I profeft religion. And I am bold to fay, 
that the apoftate and the backflider, are more like that grand 
apoftate the devil, than any othercreatures out of hell, And I 
believe, if there are different apartments in the bottomlels 
lake, they will be fure of the worft. They will not get even 
a fight of the common damned ; they will fink fo far beneath 
them. 

My confcience giving me no reft, I began to affociate 
with the wicked, the children of the devil; for I wanted 
to {Ali the clamours of an abufed, angry confcience. And 
1 exafily took the method which Carn did to ftifle his. He 
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by the norfe of axes and hammers, in building cities; 
I by the hurry of bufimefs and the elath of wicked com. 
pany : and often by drinking; and fo on from one thing 
to another, till I could fin with the vilef. 

Methinks I ean compare a finner departing from GOD, to 
the dropping ofa {tone from the top of an high mountain. On- 
ly let the flone go out of your hand, and it will not flop till 
it gets to the bottom, if there is nothing in the way. So is 
the foul when it begins to depart from the Lord, But the 
fione as it defcends will go fwifter and fwifter ; fe the foul, 
the farther it withdraws tram GOD, with the greater eafe 
it can fin; till it can fin with as much freedom and as little 
remorfe as a devil. And if it is not flopped by the free pre- 
venting grace of GOD, it will not flop till it peaches the 
bottom of hell, 

I continued in this wretched ftate til! the commencement 
of the war between Greet Britain and America; and then 
became a warm whig——infomuch that J repaired to the muf- 
ter-field to learn the ufe of arms ; then turned out, with ma- 
ny others of the fame difpofition, a voluateer. We took 
our march to the place of aftion ; where I condufted myfel! 
in fuch a manner, as gained the efeem of all my acquaint- 
ance. When I had atted my part at camp, I returned home 
ta my friends’in good credit, and was well received by them. 

O what tengths will:pride, or what the blind world calls 
honour, carry a perfon to ! 

I was well fatisfied while I was in the army, that J was 
not prepaved for death. Yet fure I am, that before I would 
have fled from the place of a€tion or danger, without orders, 
T would have dropped dead on the fpot ; though my foul muft 
be loft for ever. 

By this time fome of my acquaintance had procured me 
a commiffion in the militia. And I went conftantly every 
mufter-day, till about February, in the year 1778. When ] 
returned from the camp, there was a people called Metho- 
difts had come mto the neighbourhood where I lived, and 
were preaching and telling the people, that every body might 
be faved ; which was a dotrine that I did not approve of, 

and 
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and I was determined to oppofe them. For J had not the 
Jeaft diftant thought that they. were fent of GOD; but 
thought it was right to oppofe them: which rendered what 
I did pardonable. This is what the apoftle St. Paud alludes 
to, when -he fays, LHe found mercy becaufe he. did et ignorant- 
ly, in unbelicf. Indeed, I went to hear one preach whofe 
name was R. W. fome time before, but to no purpofe, be- 
caufe I did not quit my fin; though 1 know that I felt a 
meafure of power. Thus the preaching of the gofpel to 
thoufands, is like fowing feed on the way-fide. 1 {till con- 
tinued to perfecute them at all.tumes, when opportunity of- 
fered ; but like all the reft of the devil's children, always 
behind their-backs, or at a diflance. As 1 have frequently 
feen fince, our greateft enemies are thofe who will not hear 
us ; and it at any time they do come out, they pay fo litle 
attention to what they hear, and sun away witha fentence 
here and there, that they fill the bearts of the people with 
prejudice. Thus the word becomes a favour of death unto 
death, I think chat preyudice is one of the firfl-born of hell, 
It was grace, mere grace that prevented my eternal ruin. 
Ia this way I went on, from the time I Jefi the camp ull 
the {pring of 1778. I went one evening to a neighbour's 
houfe, to hear ‘one’exhort ; but got no profit by going : the 
reafon was, becaufe I was prejudiced againit the {peaker, 
and filled with unbelief. 1 did not like to hear the people 
make fuch a noife, though I hked a noife in the tavern well 
enough. I left the place, and fpoke evil of the preacher. 
All. ahis time there was the greateft intimacy between me 
and the enemies of the Lord; «ll about the 14th of March, 
I went to one of the meighbour’s on fome bulinefs; the 
woman of the houfe told me there was to be preaching at 
Mr. Wiate’s that evening, and afked me if 1 would noi go ; 
I told her I thought not, for I did not likethem. She knew 
that I did not, but continued to perfuade me until | went 
away. On-my going home, I found two:men there who 
were juft fetting off to the meeting; | sold them if they would 
ftop-until._I.got ready, I would.go with them. They did, 
and I fet off with them, wiubout inquiring why or for what 


Il went 
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I werit—fo myfterious are the works of Divine Providence 
whofe footfleps are in the deep. When I came there the 
congregation was colleéting ; and at early candle-light who 
fhould come down to preach, but you ; it. was the firft time 
I ever faw you. After finging a hymn and prayer, you ex. 
pounded part of the fecond chapter of Judges, to which I 
gave the flriéteft attention. After the meeting was ended, 
and I was going home, fomte of the Methodifts afked me 
how I liked what I had heafd. I told them I found no fault 
with it. They feemed to be glad. The expofition had not 
the leaft teridency to difpleafe, for it was explained in a 
praétical and not in a doétrinal manner: and there was no 
fault to be found, unlefs I rejeéted it becaufe it was deliver- 
ed by a Methodift-preacher ; which is too much the cafe in 
this polite age, efpecially among the rich and the great, the 
honourable children of the devil. 

From my own experience, I fee that to preach principles 
is not attended with falutary effe€ts on the hearts of the peo- 
ple: becaufe principles and religion are :wo things. . For, 
pofitive I am, that a mam may have a well-digefted fyflem 
of principles, and not be acquainted with religion ; for prin- 
ciples may be learned, as a {chool-boy learns arithmetic or 
the mathematics; but religion is the love of COD thed a. 
broad in the heart by the Holy Ghoft. 

I do not remember that any particular part of the dif- 
courfe had any alarming power on my confcience, at that 
time; but this I well know, that prejudice fubfided, and 
from that evening a way was made for convittion. Before 
this, I had no power to pray ; after this, 1 found power to 
pray: before this, I could not attend to the concerns of 
my foul; after this, I had power. I had not bowed my 
knees in private for twelve or fourteen years, but I obtaine 
ed liberty after this. 

I compare the human foul fometimes to a caftle that we 
cannot get in or out of, without a-key. Let the key be 
loft, the door muft continue fhut. This had been the cale 
with me. I once had the key, but the devil had got it 
from me. The Son of GOD fays, “ Without me, ye can 
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nothing; and this is the cafe with thoufands: the Lord 
offers the power, the key to all; fome accept of it and ufe 
it, and thereby fave their fouls; others receive it for a 
while, and afterward negleét to ufe it, and it is taken from 
them. While the greateft part of mankind, for the love of 
riches, honours and pleafures, pay no attention to the things 
that belong to their peace; and like the unbelieving Jews, 
everlaftingly perifh. 

I now felt the evident returns of GOD’s grace and power 
to revifit my foul, which had been folong dead and barren. 
This was like the return of the cheering {pring after a long 
and tedious winter. I likewife obferved the devil to oppofe 
the Spirit of GOD, who by his grace was, as it were, brood- 
ing over the dark abyfs of my foul. I did not feel it asa 
{pirit of peace and confolation, but as a {pirit of conviétion ; 
to enlighten and empower me to ufe every means and method 
to fave my foul. 

I began now to be weary of keeping evil company. Mi- 
litary affairs began to finkin my efteem. I faw the neceifi- 
ty of ufing private prayer, and that with fervour; of read- 
ing the Bible, and meditation, 

By this time, the eyes of the people began to be upon 
me. They faw an alteration in my behaviour. ~1 had loft 
the martial fpirit ; and in fome degree I had got the fpirit of 
humility. This the devil could not put up with. He began 
to roufe his forces, to enquire into the caufe of this mighty 
change. 

Thofe that ufed to be my only companions, now flood 
aloof and looked very coolly at me ;—and I in my turn 
paid as little regard to what they faid or did. They knew 
me too well to carry matters too far; for I was as ready to 
vindicate my proceedings as they were to condemn. The Me- 
thodifts hkewife had their eyes on me; and I doubt not 
but for good. They obferved fome alteration in my exter- 
nal conduét ; and efpecially my much refpected friend E. W. 
took particular notice of me, and being a perfon of under- 
ftanding as well as piety, gueft at the caufe, and ufed every 
prudential means to render the conviction efle€tual. He fre- 

Vor. I. 4B quently 
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quently afked me home with him from places of preaching ; 
to converfe on the fubjeét of Methodifm, For he well knew 
that 1 was calviniftic in principles ; and that thofe princi- 
ples were deitruétive in their tendency to religion: which 
I never had feen. For which reafon he ufed to furnifh me 
with Mr. Wefley’s and Iletcher’s wiitings, to difcover 
to me the difference between Calvinifm and Methodifm, 
And I doubt not but his pious endeavour had iis defired 
effetti. For he did it with fuch prudence and caution, that 
he entirely prevented the leaft prejudice ; and made way 
for liberal principles to take place. 

I remember to have heard him fay thefe words at a cer- 
tain time, that “if Chrift died for all the world, all the world 
was falvable; and they that were loft, were loft by their 
own fault :” which gave me more infight tnto the fcheme of 
redemption than ever I got before, by all the reading, preach- 
ing and converfation that I had prach/d. But Ehad not yet 
obtained the one thing I wanted; the pardoning love of 
GOD. Yet through grace 1 was determined to have it, or 
die in the attempt. 

I now found my former experience to be ufeful to me; 
and 1 well knew, if ever 1 was taken into the favour 
of GOD, which way it muft come. Methinks it was made 
known to me, that if I did not improve that prefent feafon of 
grace, that the Lord would caft me off for ever. This ftruck 
me deep. My black ingratitude to an indulgent benetaétor 
made me afhamed. I think I was every day more and 
more engaged with the Lord to fave my foul ; and I found 
the devil as much engaged to prevent my falvation. Otten 
in retiring to private devotion, I have felt the f{pirit of the 
devil in my very fleth, ftriving to make me afhamed of thofe 
duties, in which I was feeking the Lord. It feems as if 
I have heard the foul fiend fayv-——“* What! you are at pray- 
ers again, are you? you had better quit, for afier a while 
you will tire and leave off as you did before.”—Thus I had 
fears within, and fightings without: for by this time I was 
a bye-word. However, I paid very little regard to thefe 

things ; 
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things; knowing by-{cripture as well as by paft experience, 
that they who will live godly in Chrift Jefus thall fuffer 


_- 
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i perfecution. 

h [Continued at page 601.] 
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; An extra of a letter from PutLip Bruce, elder of the 
Methodift Epificpal church, to Bifhop Coke, dated Portf- 

C ; 





mouth, Virginia, March #5, 1788. 






Reverend and very dear Siw, 





9 IS with pleafure I take my pen to write to you, bro- 
iher, an account of GOD’s gracious dealings with us 

in theie parts of the Lord’s vineyard; for certainly the work 
has beea extraordinary: vat numbers flocking into the 
fold of Chnift from every quarter. In many places in this 
circuit, as foon as the preacher begins to fpeak, the power 
of GOD appears to be prefent; which is attended with 
trembling among the people, and falling down; fome lie 
void of motion or breath, others are in {trong convulfions: 
and thus they continue, till the Lord raifes them up, which 
is attended with emotions of joy and rapture. When one 
gets happy, it {preads like a flame: fo that one after another, 
they arife to join in the praifes of their loving Redeemer. 
But the greatefl work in many parts of this circuit is 
among the blacks. In fome places it feems as if they would 
all turn unto the Lord. The following is only a fpecimen. 
A few nights paft we held a mght-meeting for the negioes 
in the Z/le of Wight county. Soon after preaching began, 
there arofe a cry among the poor flaves (of which there was 
a great nuraber prefent) which in a {hort time drowned the 
preaching: a number was on the floor crying for mercy, 
but foon one and another arofe praifing GOD. Thofe who 
were happy, would furround thofe who were carclefs, with 
fuch alarming exhortations, as appeared, fufficient to fofien 
the hardeft hearts. If they could get them to hang down 
their heads, they would begin to fhout and praife GOD, 
and 
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and the others would foon begin to tremble and fink, I 
faw a number (fome who at firft appeared to be moft Aub. 
born) brought to the floor, and there hie crying ti!) mofl of 
them got happy. But the converfion of the poor blacks 
gives huge offence to the rich and great. I fuppote it they 
dared, they would tear us in pieces: but through the grace 
of GOD, we regard them not, and had rather offend one 
half of the world to fave the other, than let them all go 
quietly to hell together. The work has been chiefly cartied 
on, by the inflrumentality of brother Jack/on, tm this circunt, 


But great as the work is with us, it lofes all report; 


the work above us is fo far fuperior to what it is here, ef- 
pecially in Sufex and Bruafurck. Brother Cox imforms 
me, that between twelve and fifteen hundred whies have 
been converted in his circuit, befides a great number of 
lacks. Here liberty prevails. A friend informed me that 
at the February court in Sufex, the Methodilis manumitted 
above an hundsed, at that one court. . 
Brother £2/cr intorms me, that by the beft account he 
can make, there have been two thoufand whites converted 
io his circuit this paft year, The work has likewile dprcad 
very confiderably in other circus to the Southward and 
Weilward. Great is the joy, gieat as the glory. Surely 
America. will become the mart of nations for piety. L see 
nain your affectionate brother in Chrilt 


PHILIP BRUCE, 


EE a 


Rev. Sir, 


HE, charatter you recommend is truly amiable: may 
GOD belp me to luilow Miranda up the fleep of 
excellence! 
On the Sunday morning you lefe us at Birftal, feveral 
us joined in befeeching GOD to make us al! his own, 


arh..? 
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While I was praying that the enemies I had feen that day, 
might be feen no more for ever, the Lord applied fach 
promifes to my foul as encouraged me much. Yet I 
hardly durft lay hold on them, unbclief Ariving fo hard to 
prevent my entering into ref: but the Lord continued fo 
to blefs me, that at lat, I could not doubt: all I feared 
was, lofing what I had received: which made me back 
ward in fpeaking of it. I thought I would wait and fee 
how it would be with me by and by. 

On my return to Oley, my foul was fti!! kept near to 
GOD; but the enemy kept whifpering, “ it will not be al. 
ways fo; a few days hence thy inbred foes will agai re- 
turn; thou wilt be brought from the fweet reft thou now 
enjoyef, tothy former fate.” When thefe thoughts were 
fuggefted, 1 flew to Jefus by prayer, who heard and help- 
ed me. But fill 1 did not {peak of the great things GOD 
had done for me, for fear I fhould not keep the blefling. But 
all the week I lived as in the fuburbs of heaven: Jefus was 
all in all to me! At laf, not being able to cat my morfel 
alone any longer, on Sunday I told my band what GOD 
had done for my foul, After thes, I was tempted I had 
done wrong; but on crying to Jefus, Satan was put beneath 
my feet: and every time I have fince declared the goodnefs 
of GOD in this refpef, he has {weetly thined on me, 

Ax prefent I feel 1 am nothing m myfelf; but Jefus feeds 
me with his love from day to day. On this account | find 
him very precious indeed; and to love him more and more 
is all I want on earth. 

Private prayer has been very fweet to me of late. I 
find fuch a holy boldaefs, in telling Jefus my wants, as 
tongue cannot exprels. And though my wants are many, 
my chief requefl is, to be filled with all the fulnefs of COD. 

O fir, how great is the bleflednefs of living by fauh! 
May I prove « more and more, wll faith is fweetly loll iq 
fight! O what a field of trefh delights do I fee before me! 
1 am loft in wonder! They are all for me! Jefus, and all 
he has, is mine! O biefied portion! I have a goodly hen. 

lage 
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tage indeed! May I prize it, and walk worthy of it aj 

my days! 
Ihope, dear fir, you will reprove and advife me as occa- 
fion thal! require. In doing which you will greatly oblige 
Your uaworthy friend in the gofpel, Bb. R. 


a 





A fhort account of the death of Mrs. Pecx, of Enfham: 
written by Mr. WitLtam Siepuerp. 


RS. Peck was delivered on Wednefday laf of two 

fine boys, who are likely to live. She remained to. 
lerably well till Friday morning, when the complained of a 
pain in her bowels, Dr. Wall, of Oxford, was fent for, 
who ufed every means in his power to fave her. But it 
feems GOD had otherwife determmed; for a fcartet fever 
came on furioufly, attended with a putrid fore throat. Her 
milk likewife was kept back, which fo affetted her head, 


that it took away her fenfes, and threw her into a violent 
agony, which continued, with very hele intermiffion, till 
twelve o’clock laft night, when GOD took her to himfelf! 
She was able only to {peak once, (after fhe was feized 
with the fever) when looking up to Mr. Pech, the faid, “1 


atm now going home!” Her pain then coming on more vi- 
olently, fhe fpoke no more: but the fmiles on ber counte- 
nance, andthe other motions which fhe made, perfeétly fa- 
tisfied all who were with her, that her mind was quite hap- 
py i GOD. They all faid, they never found the power 
of GOD fo fenfibly prefent, as while they were commend. 
ing ber foul to him, juft before fhe expired, 

I have known her feveral years, and I cannot fay I ever 
faw fuch a pattern of hofpitality. Her houfe and heart were 
open to receive all who were travelling in the way to Sion, 

But fhe had a peculiar regard for all the meffengers of 
GOD, particularly Mr. Wefey; and thought no expence or 
fabour great, if fhe could but make them comfortable im 
themfelves, and help th em forward in their Mafler’s work. 

By 
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By her fudden and happy death, 1 feem to be more cruci« 
fied to this vain and uncertain world; and more determined 
to give myfelf up to the fervice of GOD; and thereby to 
lay a good foundation againf the time to come, that (through 
infinite mercy) 1 may lay hold on eternal lite. 


Oxford, Dec. 18, 1786. 
W. S. 
PPD) Bie cee 


A Letter from Mr. Howerr Harris, to a Friend. 


Pembroke, Dec. 4, 4741. 

Dear Brother, 

Hope that this will find you coming up out of the wil- 

deinefs, out of yourfelf, out of creatures, out of youg 
own will, and out of your own wifdom, leaning on the Be- 
loved. When we fall into nothing in ourfelves, we are found 
in him; when we ceafe from our own works, he begins to 
work in us; and when we deny our own wifdom, and fee 
it to be but folly, we fhall have wifdom from him. O may 
we never reft till all the works of the devil are deftroyed in 
us! Till we can fay, ‘*‘ The life that I now live in the fleth, 
I live by the faith of the Sou of GOD :” and can add, “hh 
is no longer I that live, but Chrift that liveth in me.” Then, 
and not till then, have we true reft to our fouls. 

I hope you will ftill fhew your love to me, by pleading for 
me at the throne of grace, that I may not flop fhort of any 
privilege promifed in the gofpel: but that 1 may be the 
falt of the earth ; have my-converfation in heaven; have 
fellowfhip with the Father and the Son, and adorn the gol- 
pe! of GOD our Saviour in all things. 

It is a common thing, I fee, to be an almof Chriftian, 
and to call every conviction, converfion ; every little fee!- 
ing and change, faith ; and every forrow, evangelical repeni- 
ance, But indeed I fee the way very narrow, and fear 
there are but few that find it. Thofe that have once real!y 
known our dear Lord, cannot eafily geft without daily and 

hourly 
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hourly feeding on him. Indeed he is to fuch as know him, 
in all his offices, names and relations {through the dif. 
covery of the Holy Ghofl) a pearl of great price; truly 
precious and altogether lovely. They defire him ; they feed 
on him, talk of him, and live to him; and become more 
and more like him: dying daily to all that is vifible; and 
living a life hid with Chnft in GOD, till they know no 
one after the flefh ; but feel an inward, fecret union, and 
{piritual fellowfhip, with all who know and love him. 

Pray much then, that the fpirit and temper of our dear 
Lord may be more regarded. Where his fpirit prevails, 
there is meeknefs and love, humility and tendernefs for all 
that belong to him. Indeed we cannot glorify GOD, but 
while we walk in his Spirit; nor can we fee, or hear, or feel 
fpiritually, but in his Spirit: and where his Spirit is, there 
is liberty. 

I hope that all among you forget the things behind: (I am 
fure that difputing, evil-furmifing, and bigotry, are things 
which are or ought to be Jeft behind) and prefs forward to 
thofe thatare before. May you all feck for a faithwhich over- 
comes the world, and hives upon Chrift! If fatan is every 
moment tempting, and if we continually Mand in need of 
frefh fupplies, then we fhould every moment fee that the 
eye of our faith be looking up to its author and finither, ull 
we are al! changed from glory to glory. 


Iam your affeGionate Brother, 


H. HARRIS. 
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7 \NCE more return’d, I {ee my natal day: 


car 4 
Is, Think, O my foul! how time has ftole away; f ; 
all As f{wift as fands run down the flipp’ry glafs, | 4 
nut So fwift our fleeting, fhort-liv’d moments pafs! i bie 
eel But canft thou think with pleafure now they're gone, ' ae 
ore On one good word or work thou e’er haft done ? Pg 
Say, canft thou bear the retrofpeétive view ? "gat 
am Contented bid the time that’s paft adieu? e | \ 
gs Turn all the leaves of facred confcience o’er, 4 iy 
0 Nor be afraid to fearch her hidden ftore? 1 
ar. But, O, remember while you thus look back, 4 
ry And life's review this hour begin to take; i . 
of That he, whofe eyes are as a flame of tre, i 
he Has ever feen each thought and each defire ; 1 
ill Each fecret purpofe conftantly furvey’d, \ at 
And every aétion in his balance weigh’d. 
With fober réafon from my early youth ee 
I fought the path of virtue and of truth. ) 
S. Unruly riot and tumultuous noife, 2 
My foul difdain’d as low unmeaning joys. # ¥ 
Thefe were too grofs: in pléafures more refin’d \ t 
I aim’d to “ burnifh” and improve my mind. ‘ * : 
The. ferious book, or fweet melodious fong, ENG | 
Y Or cheérful converfe, did the hours prolong ; { ie 


Or walks enchanting ftole the time away, 
While fanning zephyrs cool’d the fultry day. Ei 
When hoary winter, with his fhiv’ring face at itt 
And fullen gloom, refum’d, in turn, his place, vat 
Vot. Il, 4C Wiuh 
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With lively tales we made the ev’ning fmile, 
Or harmlefs fports the tedious hours beguile: 
And oft to gain inftruétion, how to fhun 
The wily arts of man’s infidious tongue, 

In well-wrought tragedy we faw difplay’d 

The mournful fcene of innocence betray’d: 

Or cruel monarchs thrown from empire down, 


Whofe fell ambition had ufurp’d the crown. 


Thus eighteen years had fmoothly roll’d around, 
While what 1 fought, alas! I had not found. 
The folid happinefs, the blifs refin’d, 
Fair peace ferene, which Heav’n for man defign’d; 
Was quite a ftranger to my anxious heart: 
J neither knew nor lJov’d the better part. 
No wanton aét had ftain’d my virtuous life, 
No dire revenge, no hate or envious ftrife. 
Say then, ye moralifls! why fhould I bear 
The worm of confcience gnawing to defpair ? 
1 knew the caufe, though in your {chools untaught, 
My GOD was not in all my wand’ring thought. 


Confcience awaken’d, thus to reafon cry’d, 
What is thy confidence? thy virtuous pride ? 
What is thy hope (when by almighty pow’r 


Rais’d trom the dead) of living evermore ? 


Reafon alarm’d, trembling and pale, looks back, 
‘To find what friends in virtue fhe can make. 
Dreadful eternity extended lies, 

And ftrips the foul of ev’ry fair difguife: 
While confcience unrelenting ftili maintains 
Her right to raife new fears, and caufe new pains, 


What canft thou, feeble reafon, do? fhe faid; 
Thy hope is vanifh’d, and thy joy is fled, 
Thou didft prefume thyfelf th’unerring guide: 
What paths of pure devotion haft thou try’d? 
Did pray’r begin each confecrated day ? 


Has time on trifles ne’er been thrown away ? 
And 
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And didft thou earveftly and always ftrive 

From every fin each facred hour to live? 
Copying thy Saviour’s pattern, mercy fhow, 

“ Reprove thy friend, befriend chy greateit foe; 
Teach grief to {mile, and ignorance to know.” 







tly 





Alas! faid reafon, faultering with a figh, 
That I have fometimes err’d 1 can’t deny; 
But I will hope, and lay afide my fear, 
for GOD all mercy cannot be fevere. 







Confcience reply’d, that hope is falfe and vain, 
And like the firft will quickly end in pain. 
Think’ft thou one attribute alone fhall thine ? 
Does only mercy prove our GOD divine ? 
Juitice and mercy both to him belong, 

But injur’d juftice cries aloud for wrong. 
Deprav’d, corrupted totally thou art, 

Depriv’d of ev’ry good in ev’ry part! 

Forbear, vain reafon, then; attempt no more 
To boalt of wifdom, goodnels, or of pow’r: 
Thy goodnefs like the morning-cloud is gone, 
Or early dew dry’d by the radiant fun. 

How wilt thou then appear, what refuge fee ? 
For Tefel mutt, alas! be wrote on thee. 













Defpair then fadly prefs’d my finking mind, 
Which peace or pleafure now in nought could find. 
Nor {prightly dance, nor foft fymphonious ftrain, 
Nor books, nor focial converfe eas’d my pain: 

Till pure Religion came, with looks divine, 

With promis’d glory, and with grace benign. 
Illum’d by her, a ray of heavenly light 

Broke in upon my foul’s enraptur’d fight: 

Then lively Hope ftretch’d forth her golden wing, 
And Faith triumphant fweetly learn’d to fing. 
Divinely taught, I chofe my favourite feat, i 
The pofts of fair angelic wifdom’s gate. 7 
No longer dazzled, and mifled by fhow, 
With fcorn I view'’d the pomp of all below; 















Refoly’d 
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Refolv’d to live as righteous men have dy'd, 
And nothing know but Jefus crucify’d. 

Walking ferene.in wifdom’s pleafant ways, 
(Whofe flow’ry paths are peace and pleafantnefs) 
The joys of perfeét faints 1 long’d to fee, 

And drop the load of frail mortality. 


But, oh! not fo! the Saviour did ordain 
“ To fuffer firft, and then with him to reign.” 
Thy will be done, thy forrows let me fhare, 
And after thee the crofs in filence bear; 
Since in thy life I can the path defcry, 
That leads to glorious immortality. 


Such were my breathings in the folemn hour, 
When firft {weet mercy fhed the kindly fhow’r 
Of peace and love from yon divine abcde, 

And in my heart reveal'd the Tri-une GOD: 
Such ardent, conftant love, I with to feel, 
While humbly through this yale of tears I fleal. 


O Thou! to whom my fecret thoughts are known, 
Who feeft my tears, and hear’ft my inward groan, 
Attend my fervent, eazneft, humble pray’r; 
Though moft unworthy, make me, Lord, thy care; 
From all extremes, O keep me near to thee, 

Alike from fin and fuperftition free. 

Ne’er let me, Lord! thy tender Spirit grieve, 
By wand’ring from thee while on earth | ive, 
Sull, by thy werd, dire& me in the road, 
Let ev'ry Birth-day find me nearer GOD; 
Thus lowly may I live, and bleffed dic, 

And after death no fone tell where I he. 





